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Lecture 5: Early Net Sex and 
Pornography

Cyberporn & Society
Alex Halavais

ASCII pr0n public 
files Compuserve & The Source
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Usenet

• Created in 1980, with a controlled set of 
top hierarchies 

• Traffic about doubles each year
• Great Renaming / alt.* (1986)

Groups 1-30 of 492
alt.sex.chubby.sheep

Group description: Chubby Sheep Sex?
alt sex phone

Group description: phone sex .. adult chat..

alt.sex.boobsle
Group description: Boobsle.NETworks Forum. Post or 
Read adult content, links to sex pages such as tgp
galleries or any other type of web porno ;)

alt.sex.stories.incest-beauty
Group description: Beautiful, touching, romantic, incest 
stories, Incest Beauty is the moderator. The only thing I 
insist on is that all acts of incest are based on love.

alt.sex.wetting
Group description: Anything having to do with people 
wetting their pants/panties/anything. Just on a personal 
note, I hope most of it is deliberate. I think stories would 
be best, but images are good too. I just want everyone to 
have a good time and to establish a real sense of 
community. :)

alt.homosexual
Group description: Same as alt.sex.homosexual.

bih.alt.sex
Group description: Sex, sex i opet...

alt.fan.sting
Group description: See alt.sex.bestiality.with-bees.

alt.rock-n-roll
Group description: Counterpart to alt.sex and alt.drugs.

alt.tinygirls
Group description: Like alt.sex.fetish.waifs.

alt.magazines.pornographic
Group description: Use alt.sex.magazines instead.

alt.sex.telephone.alt.sex.services
alt.sex.telephone.alt.sex.wanted

alt.sex.safe
Group description: For the discussion and 
encouragement of safe sex.

alt.sex.stories.hetero
Group description: Stories featuring heterosexual sex.

alt.sex.stories.incest
Group description: Stories about intrafamily sex.

alt.sex.tasteless
Group description: Insipid sex.

alt.sex.toons
Group description: Cartoon sex.

alt.sex.orgy
Group description: Discussion of orgies and group sex.

alt.sex.erotica.marketplace
Group description: The business of sex.

alt.sex.pedo.moderated
Group description: Moderated discussion of underage 
sex

alt.sex.gortician
Group description: This group is about Gortician sex.

alt.sex.stories.babies
Group description: Stories involving pre teen children 
and sex

alt.sex.advocacy
Group description: Debating the pros and cons of sex.

alt.sex.alt.sex.erotica.marketplace
alt.sex.breathless
alt.sex.zoophilia

Group description: A euphemism for alt.sex.bestiality.
alt.sex.zoophile

Group description: A euphemism for alt.sex.bestiality.
alt.sex.erotica.market.place

Group description: Use alt.sex.erotica.marketplace.
alt.sex.girl.watchers

Group description: Use alt.sex.voyeurism instead.

Binaries, uuencode FTP & Archie

• Earliest widely used Internet application
• Quickly used (and still used) to distribute 

pornographic pictures and eventually 
videos

• Napster?

Chat

• Unix Talk
• Minitel
• Compuserve, Source
• IRC
• IM (ICQ, etc.)
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1995
The Web 

Cultural shift of exposure
• Commerce shift
• Gender shift
• Preference shift
• Venue shift

…watching politics in the late 
nineties has begun to be like 
watching pornography in the 
early seventies. Indeed, the 
very public discussions 
taking place about some 
very private presidential 
parts almost seem on a par 
with that moment back in 
1972 when the film Deep 
Throat became a household 
word.

- Linda Williams, 
Hard Core

Credits
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3/14/downloading.porn/
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